A  man  fires  his  slow  and 
cumbersome  matchlock 
musket  at  a  fine  lot  of 
sitting  ducks  and  geese. 


The  1627  Pilgrim  Village 

Plimoth  Plantation’s  1627  Pilgrim  Village  continues  the  story  of  the 
Plymouth  colonists  that  began  on  Mayflower  II.  The  little  colony 
achieved  a  moderate  degree  of  permanence  and  prosperity  in  seven 
years.  The  threat  of  starvation  or  attack  by  Indian  or  Spanish  ene¬ 
mies  receded,  and  the  community  increased  to  over  150  people  fol¬ 
lowing  the  arrival  of  three  subsequent  immigrant  ships.  The  routines 
of  daily  life  and  seasonal  cycles  of  the  New  World  were  now  familiar. 

The  colony  of  New  Plymouth  was  ready  to  expand  beyond  the  town 
of  Plymouth  itself. 

Plimoth  Plantation  began  construction  of  the  1627  Pilgrim  Village 
by  building  four  houses  in  1957,  the  same  year  that  Mayflower  II 
arrived  from  England.  Since  that  time  the  Village  has  not  only  grown 
to  include  a  full  complement  of  family  dwellings,  a  Fort/Meeting¬ 
house,  livestock  shelters  and  storehouses,  but  has  also  developed  an 
acclaimed  first-person  living  history  interpretive  program. 

When  visitors  enter  the  historic  area,  they  are  enveloped  in  the 
social  as  well  as  material  culture  of  the  early  17th  century.  They 
experience  life  in  an  English  colony  in  New  England  not  as  an  accu¬ 
mulation  of  craft  exhibits  and  historical  lectures  but  as  a  living 
community.  Daily  life  proceeds  at  a  real-time  pace  with  actual  work 
and  community  activity  being  undertaken  rather  than  staged  activi¬ 
ties.  Each  house,  garden  and  animal  pen  is  maintained  in  the  same 
way  as  was  done  almost  400  years  ago. 

First-person  interpretation  places  the  costumed  personnel  in  the 
roles  of  the  actual  inhabitants  of  the  original  village.  By  using  their 
extensive  training,  accurate  dialects  and  carefully  recreated  period 
mind-sets,  they  fully  replicate  the  human  element  of  the  settlement. 

Each  component  of  the  physical  reality  of  the  original  village  has 
been  re-created  as  well  -  for  use  rather  than  show.  Together  the  living 
and  inanimate  “artifacts”  bring  the  1627  settlement  to  life. 
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